July 14, 2009

MEMORANDUM

TO:             C4L State Coordinators

FROM:       John F. Tate

RE:             State and Local coordinators holding or running for office:

            While in a perfect world no one would lose their first Amendment rights simply by agreeing to be a candidate or being in office, the fact is much of election law flies in the face of what should be our rights as free citizens.

            Campaign for Liberty does not agree with the principle – but it is clear that under current law there are many things we as a 501 (c)4 cannot do if we want to comply with state, local, IRS and FEC rules and continue fighting our good fight.  

            One of those, especially for the IRS, is to steer clear of doing things that would  directly support or aid candidates.

            That means that candidates for office should not have access directly or indirectly to our lists, bank accounts or facilities, and cannot be staffers or officials of our organization during the time they are running for or holding public office.

            Additionally, due to FEC rules, those who are IN office cannot do many things that would be seen as aiding our organization.  This of course varies by what office is held, but the bottom line is this:  Having a candidate or an officeholder in an official position within the structure and organization of either the National Campaign for Liberty or any of the state groups would cause legal issues for both the person and the organization.  

            It is for this reason we cannot allow anyone to be both affiliated with our organization and either running for or holding elected office.   Exceptions for certain local, non-partisan offices may be made, but must be cleared by Campaign for Liberty National Staff on a case-by-case basis.


Any Coordinator who begins a run for office may be asked to step down, at least on a temporary basis during the campaign.


Obviously candidates for office, or office holders may remain members of Campaign for Liberty.

     This policy does not apply to running for or holding any party office, nor office in any other private association. 

